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RHODES SCHOLARS TO RETURN TO UM FOR HOMECOMING
MISSOULA-Two of the 21 Rhodes Scholars from the University of Montana, Ralph Kirby
Davidson and Mark Peppier, will return to campus for Homecoming, scheduled
Oct. 23-25.
Davidson has been associated with the Rockefeller Foundation, New York
City, since 1962 and is now deputy director of the Social Sciences Division.
Peppier is a research microbiologist at the Rocky Mountain Laboratory, Hamilton.
A panel made up of Davidson, Peppier and Maxine Van de Wetering, UM philosophy
professor, will discuss "Liberal Arts Education: Viable or Obsolete?" Thursday,
Oct. 22, at 2:30 p.m. in the University Center Montana Rooms 360A series.

The

discussion is open to the public without charge.
Davidson and Peppier's campus activities during Homecoming are tied in with
Montana's participation in the "Mindpower" campaign, sponsored by the Council for
the Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), according to Deanna W. Sheriff,
campaign coordinator for Montana and director of university relations at UM.
The purpose of the campaign is to draw attention to the importance of higher
education.

Gov. Ted Schwinden proclaimed October "Mindpower Month" in Montana to

point up the contributions higher education makes to the state and nation.
(over)

RHODES SCHOLARS-- add one

Among the oldest and most prestigious of awards, the Rhodes Scholarship was
established in 1899 by bequest of Cecil Rhodes, British financier'and administrator
in South Africa, to enable outstanding students from America

snd the British

colonies to study at England’s Oxford University.
Davidson, the U M ’s 11th Rhodes Scholar, received B.A. and M.A. degrees in
philosophy, politics and economics from Oxford in 1950 and 1954, respectively,
and also earned M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in political economy at Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore, Md.
at UM when he won

He had completed two years as a journalism student

the Rhodes Scholarship in 1948.

From 1954 to 1962, he taught economics and was assistant dean of the graduate
school at Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind.

After joining the Rockefeller Founda

tion in 1962, he spent about two years in Uganda, East Africa, where he taught
economics at Makerere Cro-H -ggc , Kampala, and was involved in a Rockefeller Founda
tion program to strengthen universities in developing countries.
Davidson, who was born in Webster, S.D., is married to the former Laura Agnes
Devine of Roy.

They are the parents of two daughters.

Peppier, the U M ’s 19th Rhodes Scholar, earned a B.A. in microbiology at UM
in 1973 and a Ph.D. in microbiology at Oxford in 1977.
From 1977 to 1979, he did postdoctoral work on spinal meningitis as a micro
biologist with the Food and Drug Administration's Bureau of Biologies, Bethesda,
Md.

Since 1979, he has been a research microbiologist with the Public Health Ser

vice's Rocky Mountain Laboratory, Hamilton, where he is studying the bacterium that
causes whooping cough.
Peppier, a native of Whitefish Bay, Wis., is married to Ronncne Anderson,
formerly of Missoula, and they are the parents of a 2-year-old son.

Anderson,, a

1973 UM journalism graduate, has worked as a copy editor for a newspaper in England
and as a copy editor and a reporter for the Missoulian .
pondent for the Missou 1ian.

She is currently a corres

